THE  SUN   AND   TltE   SERPENT

Besides the Takha kingdom in the Himalaya,
which, as already noted, extended from Kashmir
to the Sutlej, the country west of the Indus, as far
as Kabul,, was ruled by a branch of the same
people, generally known as Kator, who will be
referred to later. Again, the tract extending from
the Sutlej to Nepal was occupied by another
offshoot of the same race, who were called Katur,
Kathuria, or Kathiur.

The dominions of the Kathuria rajas, like those
of the Takhas, extended far into the plains, and
included the district now known as Rohilkand,
but then called Kather.

The Kathurias, like the Takhas or Kathas,
claimed descent from the Sun, through the Naga
demi-gods.

At Badariwar, in the valley of the Chinab, the
principal temples are sacred to Basdeo or Vasuki,
as ancestor of the Takhas; and at Josimath, in
the Alaknanda valley, which was the residence of
the early Kathuria rajas, the most ancient temple
is dedicated to Basdeo, as ancestor of the Kathu-
rias.1

The Takari alphabet was, and still is, in use in
Gurhwal and Kamaon;   and the temples to the
Naga demi-gods, which are very numerous, are
sacred to the same deities as are those in the
Panjab.   Airi or Airavata, however, seems to take
1 Gazetteer N.W.P. (Kamaon), i. 467.
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